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Atty. Gen, Griff in^Bell^has-in^ 
structedwthe FBI notSto^give an^ 
documents or evidence to staff invest 
tigators of the House Select Commit-' 
tee on Assassinations^ without . the; 
specific^ approval; :of ^the^r ; panersi 
chairman; Rep, Henry B. Gonzalezi : I s ; 

That was the latest development in- 
the feud that has broken out publicly ' 
between the Texas Democrat and the, 
man he inherited, as chief investiga^ 
tor, Richard A.- Sprague^ Gonzalez; 
fired Sprague on Thursday afters 
noon, but the other 11 committee 
members instructed Sprague to stay* 
put until the fuU committee meetsj 
next Wednesday. ¥ 

Gonzalez apparently stole 'a mar.dk 
on the former pl^delpl^ 

Continued From A-l* 
tor ^before sending hirhrhisdiSmiisaB 
notice. Informed sources report that 
Gonzalez went. to . the new ^attorney* 
general earlier tha£ day^and' asked] 
that Sprague's investigators b& 
denied access to any documents, files; 
or evidence dealing with the murders 
of President John F. Kennedy andi 
Dr, Martin Luther King Jr^x 



! T : Spr a guel^kne w v > nothing of the- 
Gonzalez-Bell arrangement until four 
of his investigators went to FBI head- 
quarters yesterday morning to get 
some materials. An FBI spokesman 
acknowledged that the bureau re- 
fused to give the investigators what 
they wanted and confirmed that they] 
were not permitted to enter the build-: 
ingv The spokesman added that; 
Sprague's investigators were turned 
away, on instructions from the De- 
partment of Justice, but insisted he 
knew: nothing about the reason for 

theorder-rrf ■. . A _ 

AIDES; SAID THE chairman in-: 
tends, to put the issue of Sprague’s] 
job before the committee Wednesday! 
unless the matter is settled before? 
then. 

D.C.' Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy, s 
who supports Sprague and drew up * 
the letter, signed by other committee^ 
members ' instructing the chief;, coun-j 
sel ito ignore the dismissal notice,] 
confirmed that the four investigators' 
were* barred from entering- the FBIi 
building- yesterday 'on Bell’s- ordersi 
Fauntroy sanF the action took the! 
staff -members by surprise since up j 
to now they have had free 1 access to-] 
FBI -. information on- the - Kennedy-* 
Kirigdases^ ^ : * 

Fauntroy joined Repst Richardson? 
Preyer, D-N.C., and Samuel Devine, 
R-Qhio, in' a statement criticizing the ! 
public squabble. "V ' : { 

; “We regret the public debate over; 
the committee^ operation,” the state-; 
ment said. “In our judgment, the 
committee' is. not in- disarray. Ini 
order to avoid a public argument 1 
over internal committee affairs, the* 
_ staff is proceeding in a professional 
manner.” . _/ •- . V v m 

GONZALEZ, WHO is in Texas andi 
is notiexpected to return until tomor-] 
row night,, last night sent the other 11 < 
committee members a- letter that] 
'combined art appeal for support of 
his "discharge of Sprague with addi-j 
tional reasons' why ; the chairman] 
fired the chief counsel. -W && ■- : 1 
“This is an intolerable situation] 
and; a situation that I could not con4 
done nor tolerate once ; . I discoveredi 
the full extent of it,” Gonzalez- wrote. 

“T am prepared to fully ' support 
and- document this situational; urge 
yotr to suspend judgment until you 
hear and see the full facts; This corn- 


bang separately. I profoundly hope 
we will hang together, survive this: 
crisis and then proceed about our 
business.’! _ : 1 ~ ,j 

The chairman wrote the members 
that “the chief counsel is attempting: 
to operate the committee without any 
control aftd in fact has stated to the 
committee -staff that neither: he nor 
they can be r subject to the control of. 
any member, myself or any one of 
you.’” ' /'• f :: ^ .J' " 

Gonzalez said that he had asked 
Sprague to produce a plan indicating 
which personnel might be least 
essential but that Sprague had re- j 
fused. After his. meeting! with- 
Sprague on Tuesday, Gonzalez said, 1 
Sprague convened a meeting of the! 
staff and stated that “it would ber! 
outrageous to dismiss one person.” A 
On Feb. 9 Gonzalez said he di-'j 
rected Sprague to provide him with 
plan of operation so the committee] 
could remain? within its- resources if] 
no staff reductions were made. Hd 
said Sprague had not responded. , . J 
“This committee must determine 
whether it is going to- direct its af| 
fairs or whether it wilfbe directed by| 
its staff,” Gonzalez; concluded. “If we^ 
cannot control our~own. staff, there is 
no-way we can be accountable or re^ 
sponsible to the House. Mr. Sprague! 
has made it clear:in repeated meet4 
ings that he intends to brook . no j 
interference from mere members of] 
the House.” ; ■ y .--i*.-: 

SOURCES IN Gonzalez’ office said 
he has a list of complaints against 
Sprague, including these: yyy : . ■ ^ 

•-.That Sprague is in violation of 
House RuleTl by continuing his law 
practice in Philadelphia while he has' 
been on the congressional payrolls 
that Sprague continues to hold staff! 
meetings that are really pep rallies] 
at which the chief counsel maligns! 
Gonzalez; and that severaldays ago! 
Sprague sent Gonzalez vouchers to* 
sign totalling $9,000 for committed 
expenditures in December when Gon4 
zalez was not the chairman. 4 

• In letters to several members of] 
Congress, Gonzalez said he had fired] 
Sprague because of “intolerable con^j 
duct,” having been- untruthful inS 
statements^ to the ; committee: staff! 


rnittee must either hang together . or] 



and- deceitful to the 1 chairman. Gon- 
zalez wrote that Sprague believes he 
can. control the committee^ and that: 
Sprague's work has "been "unorgan-i 
ized and unacceptable; ^ 

‘"He has / / . by a variety of ac-^ 
tions created a situation in which the 
committee must choose between him' 
and itself/' Gonzalez wrote- : •: - :// ^ 

D es pitev. the ■ 1 1 - other- com m ittee? 
members’ Instruction to “Sprague toj 
ignore the -letter of discharge from] 
Gonzalez^JtS is nok certain that the 
committee, will resist ‘the chairman’s 
will next Wednesday //Their support 
for the"' Fauntroy/^ well] 

have * hinged on the^pariiamentiary 
question : ofj whether & the , chair m an 
has the right to fire v the; chief counsel: 
or whether that is- a power reserved 
forthecommitteeasawhole;. > i 

SPRAGUE ANDSHIS -allies are* 
fighting; Gonzalez/ decision but;* the 
veteran chairman / seems / to hold 
most of?the high cards. One Gonzalez^ 
staffer /'saicL the chairman, “is not. 
about-: to sign pay;/' vouchers for; 
Sprague even * if / the-committee' 
throws its support td the counsel. And 
Gonzalez has informed House leaders, 
that unless Sprague* goes, he will not 
recommend- continuing the- assassin 
nations probe beyond March 31 when 
its funds and authority must, be; 
ended or extended. ;. u / ’ 

Beyond that, Gonzalez' move to 
block /access to FBI files orr the: 
Kennedy-King ~ cases/ means that 
Sprague's staff is virtually - immoby 
lized.-The House has - provided only; 
$262,000 for/; the committee through^ 
March; 31— /not even enough for the; 
salaries of people :hiredi by Sprague/ 
This- ^budget doesfenofe/permit :anyj 
travetby; staff investigators, and the 
blocking of access to FBI files means: 
they v cannotreven continue their re^ 
search in W ashiftgton^g^fg^s^- 



